Although not required by the New York State Standards of Practice for home inspectors, from time to time the inspector may use various tools as aids to gather additional information during the inspection. The inspector may use a moisture meter as an aid to help determine if a stain in a ceiling is picked up by the moisture meter as currently moist. Even though the use of the moisture meter is not conclusive, it provides a useful indication. It is important to understand that just because he used a moisture meter, you should not expect that all of the walls and ceilings in the home were checked for moisture. As another example, the inspector may have used an infrared camera to see if the radiators and air conditioning diffusers were performing their basic functions. Again, you should not assume that a thorough infrared study of the home was conducted. The instrument's use also did not determine the adequacy of the system or air flow volume, which would be going way above and beyond a standard home inspection and would be considered “technically exhaustive” (see below). The instrument was simply used as a handy tool to aid the inspector. In other words, there are no aspects of the inspection that can be considered “Technically Exhaustive”, which according to NY State law is defined as: 
“Technically Exhaustive: means an inspection is technically exhaustive when it involves the extensive use of measurements, instruments, testing, calculations, and other means to develop scientific or engineering findings, conclusions, and recommendations.”
Because of the simple nature of the use of these instruments there is no representation, for example, that the inspector checked the entire house for moisture levels, or that any of his tools were routinely calibrated to the manufactures specifications, or that the inspector has received formal training in the use of these instruments. Keep in mind that a technically exhaustive inspection can be accomplished for you at a substantially higher cost (please see the Pre-Inspection Agreement for more information on this subject).

